Second Language Teaching 
Assignment Brief
The assignment consists of an extended piece of writing (3000 words) on a topic of interest. There is a 
10% (+/-) tolerance on the word limit. You should attempt any ONE of the following five assignment 
tasks.
1- Discuss key features of the current teaching of vocabulary in a teaching context with which you 
are familiar. Present a plan of action to develop strengths and address limitations in current 
teaching practices in this context.
2-Consider a key issue in second language teaching and demonstrate its relevance to your 
developing understanding of your own experience as a second language teacher (or that of 
somebody else). Explain how this understanding may be of use to you in your future career as a 
language teacher.
(Students who select Task 2 are encouraged to use a data-driven approach, such as classroom 
observation and/or interviews with practising teachers, to address the selected issue and to 
develop core research skills).
Your piece of writing should include some critical discussion of the underlying principles of teaching 
and learning relevant to the topic or issue(s) that you have chosen. This will involve a consideration of 
the theoretical underpinnings of a particular teaching approach, method or technique based upon the 
literature in the field of ELT Methodology. The teaching context could be teaching EFL to adults in 
China, teaching Cambridge exams to young learners in Greece, teaching Business English in Europe, 
teaching ESOL to asylum seekers in Leicester, etc. 
The following sets out a possible approach to assignment Task 4:
1. Introduction: identify the problem/situation; signpost the paper (400 words).
2. Analyse the underlying theoretical issues and how the issue is handled in the ELT Methodology 
literature (1500 words).
3. Analyse how the theory is relevant to your target situation (500 words).
4. Suggest some implications for the ELT classroom in this teaching context (400 words).
5. Conclusion (200 words).
Assessment procedures
You are expected to send the proposed title and a 1-page outline of your assignment to your module 
tutor for approval and formative feedback before you begin writing the first draft. There will also be an 
opportunity to ask about suitable topics for the assignment and to receive feedback on your 
assignment ideas at the Assignment Seminar on 27 November. While not assessed, you are also 
expected to participate in weekly Blackboard discussions which aim to consolidate and enhance 
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